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Figure 1: Vicinity map1 

 

Location: East of Bartlett Island, Blue Hill Bay, Mount Desert, Hancock County, Maine 

 

Purpose: Experimental lease for the suspended culture of blue mussels (Mytilus edulis) 

 

 

 

Site Review by: Jon Lewis and Marcy Nelson  

Report Preparation by: Marcy Nelson, Flora Drury, and Jon Lewis  October 15, 2019 

 

                                                      
1All figures in this report were created in ArcMap version 10.6 using digitized NOAA Nautical Charts or geo-referenced 

aerial photographs provided by The Maine Office of GIS (orthoRegional2014 and 

orthoCoastalDownEastCoast2008). 



Mussel Bound Inc. (Bartlett Island, Blue Hill Bay)    October 15, 2019 
 

 Page 2 

On June 7, 2019, Maine Department of Marine Resources (MDMR) scientists Jon Lewis and 

Marcy Nelson, and aquaculture hearings officer Amanda Ellis, visited the proposed experimental 

aquaculture lease. MDMR staff arrived on site at approximately 10:55 am. Low tide was predicted 

to occur at 8:33 am2.  

The applicant is requesting 3.583 acres east of Bartlett Island in Great Cove, Blue Hill Bay, Mount 

Desert, for the suspended culture of shellfish. The applicant proposes to cultivate blue mussels on 

rope that is vertically suspended from horizontal backlines strung within the frames of up to 6 

plastic circular fish pens, each pen measuring 70 meters in circumference (Images 1 and 2). 

Between the months of November and June, annually, up to 6 fish pens with associated lines and 

floats will be deployed on the proposed lease, if granted; a maximum of 3 pens are proposed on 

the lease site between the months of July and October4.  

 

 
Image 1: Fish pens with associated backlines and buoys (June 7, 2019) 

 

                                                      
2 http://tbone.biol.sc.edu/tide/tideshow.cgi 
3 Applicant originally requested 3.55 acres. MDMR calculations, based on the provided coordinates,  

indicate the area is 3.58 acres. 
4 Application; pages 7 and 21-25 
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Image 2: Facing north from ~130 feet south of the proposed SW corner 

(Waypoint 494, June 7, 2019).  

 

 
Image 3: Facing northeast from ~130 feet south of the proposed SW corner 

(Waypoint 494, June 7, 2019).  
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Image 4: Facing northeast from ~130 feet south of the proposed SW corner 

(Waypoint 494, June 7, 2019).  

 

 
Image 5: Facing east from ~130 feet south of the proposed SW corner 

(Waypoint 494, June 7, 2019).  

 


